[Acute abdomen in pediatric roentgenology (author's transl)].
In vue of the successes of modern surgery, correct roentgenology in acute abdominal conditions of the infant and child is of utmost importance. History is very incomplete in children so that the most crucial question is when and how should X-ray investigation start? The answer is difficult to provide because of the necessity of early surgery which, in addition can be hindered by an unnecessary roentgenography. Often this cannot be repeated because of worsening in the patient's condition. Knowledge of specific pathology and of congenital malformations is necessary. One must be careful in using contrast medium in acute abdomens as it may worsen the situation. Hypertonic solutions can heavily modifie the fluid and electrolyte balance, especially in dehydrated children. Technical aspects deserve attention, for instance for treatment of invagination, or in congenital megacolon. The authors illustrate these problems with a few cases.